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sufficiently vindicated archery as an innocent, salutary,
useful, and liberal diversion; and if his precepts are of no
great use, he has only shown, by one example among many,
how little the hand can derive from the mind, how little
intelligence can conduce to dexterity. In every art, prac-
tice is much; in arts manual, practice is almost the whole:
precept can, at most, but warn against errour; it can never
bestow excellence.

The bow has been so long disused, that most English
readers have forgotten its importance, though it was the
weapon by which we gained the battle of Agincourt; a
weapon which, when handled by English yeomen, no foreign
troops were able to resist. We were not only abler of
body than the French, and, therefore, superiour in the use
of arms, which are forcible only in proportion to the
strength with which they are handled, but the national
practice of shooting for pleasure or for prizes, by which
every man was inured to archery from his infancy, gave us
insuperable advantage, the bow requiring more practice to
skilful use than any other instrument of offence.

Firearms were then in their infancy; and though bat-
tering-pieces had been some time in use, I know not
whether any soldiers were armed with hand-guns when the
Toxophilus was first published. They were soon after
used by the Spanish troops, whom other nations made
haste to imitate; -but how little they could yet effect, will
be understood from the account given by the ingenious
author of the Exercise for the Norfolk Militia.

" The first muskets were very heavy, and could not* be
fired without a rest; they had matchlocks, and barrels of
a Wide bore, that carried a large ball and charge of powder,
and did execution at a greater distance.

" The musketeers on a march carried only their rests and
ammunition, and had boys to bear their muskets after them,
for which they were allowed great additional pay.

" They were very slow in loading, not only by reason of
the nnwieldiness of the pieces, and because they carried
the powder and balls separate, but from the time it took